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NYSG’s Kimberly Zimmer receives her plaque from
NYSMEA Director Bob Abrams.

CURRENTS

New York Sea Grant co-sponsored the New
York State Marine Education Association
(NYSMEA) conference at Southampton
College on May 30- June 1, 2003. Over 130
participants viewed the exhibits, attended
numerous workshops, visited the local
aquarium, and enjoyed boat tours and field
trips exploring the habitats of the area.
Additional co-sponsors included the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History, the Wildlife
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Conservation Society, the New York
Aquarium, and Atlantis Marine World. Dr.
Melanie L.J. Stiassny, Curator for the
Department of Ichthyology at the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History pre-
sented the ideas behind the science of
the New Hall of Ocean Life. And the
Central Park Zoo/Wildlife Theater Players
entertained educators with “The Mystery
of the Great Blue Heron Marsh.”

At a ceremony during the three-day event,
Kimberly Zimmer, NYSG Extension
Support Specialist received the Kinghan
Service Award named for NYSMEA’s first
president, Gene Kinghan, a dedicated
east end science teacher. As the retiring
NYSMEA Treasurer, Zimmer has devel-
oped unique pecuniary procedures that
have maintained the financial stability of
the Association. This recognition reflects
the deep appreciation of the
organization’s Executive Board and the
membership for a job well done.
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Recognizing HEP

Together in front of South Street Seaport
Museum’s schooner Lettie G. Howard for a
late-April Earth Day celebration recognizing
the NY-NJ Harbor Estuary Program (HEP)
were (I-r): EPA’s Robert Nyman, HEP
Director; EPA Administrator Christie
Whitman; NYSG’s HEP Outreach Coordina-
tor Laura Bartovics; and NJSG’s HEP
Technical Specialist Cathy Yuhas. The

= i event honored the Seaport Museum and 10
EPA's Christie Whitman with the New York/New Jersey other groups receiving monies through
Harbor Estuary director and staff. HEP’s mini-grants program, which has
encouraged citizen participation in the
protection and restoration of the estuary
since 1991.
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