For the two weeks surrounding September 27, 2003,
eighteen organizations throughout the NY-NJ Harbor Estuary
region hosted festivals, boat tours, catch-and-release fishing
clinics and other educational events celebrating National
Estuaries Day. And although most of the events drew
participation from their own local areas, all had the common
goal of raising public awareness and appreciation for an
important shared resource - the Harbor Estuary.

The idea of a harbor-wide celebration-and the funding to
make it happen-was set in motion by the NY-NJ Harbor
Estuary Program (HEP). As the HEP Outreach Coordinator,
NYSG’s Laura Bartovics played a key role bringing it all
together. In addition to overseeing the HEP Mini-grant
Program that provided funds for the events, Bartovics
convened a meeting of the host organizations to find out
what kinds of outreach materials they thought would be most
effective in connecting people to the estuary.

Banners, posters, species lists, and tote bags were
some of the most popular ideas, all of which were
produced by the time the first events were held on
Saturday, September 20! Initial reports from the
host organizations show that the events were highly
successful and attracted diverse audiences. All are
looking forward to joining the 2004 Harbor-wide
Celebration of National Estuaries Day.

—Laura Bartovics
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Families enjoy catch-and-release fishing at a
National Estuaries Day event hosted by the
Battery Park City Parks Conservancy.
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