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Lake Ontario Lake Level
Deviation From Long-Term Average: 1988-2009
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Lake Ontario
Daily Deviations from Long-term Daily Average Levels

1988 - 2009

Explanation:

The long-term average water level for any given day is represented as a bold black point on a 0.00 inch baseline. In other words, be-
cause the deviation from the long-term average for each of the 7305 days on the baseline is by definition 0.00 inches, the 20 year 
period of daily baseline points plot as a single bold black straight line. The deviation of the actual measured water level for every day 
from January 1, 1989 through May 6, 2009, in inches above or below the long-term average for that day, is represented as a red point; 
those 7305 individual red points display as the jagged red curve. The difference, above or below the long-term average water level for 
any given day is the difference, plus (above) or minus (below), between the black long-term baseline (bold black line) and the actual 
measured daily level (jagged red curve).

Actual recorded daily water levels

Long-term average daily water levels
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Long-term Water Levels

1987 - 2009
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20th Century average levels
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