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Great Lakes Anglers Meet

New York Sea Grant’s fall 2003 Great Lakes
Fisheries Leadership Institute workshops helped
anglers learn the latest science on the fisheries
of Lakes Erie and Ontario. NYSG’s coastal
education specialist Helen Domske and fisheries
specialist Dave MacNeill organized programs
covering fisheries management, fish ecology, the
Great Lakes food webs, and invasive species.

A participant in the Lake Erie workshop, Tom
Marks of the Southtowns Walleye Association,
has been using what he learned to make
presentations on exotic species to angling and
community groups throughout Western New York.

After attending the Lake Ontario workshop, Ed
Sander, a Monroe County Fisheries Advisory
Board member and Great Lakes Fisheries .2
Commission advisor, commented, “In addition to
the habitat and ecology information, | will
emphasize (to fisheries groups, sportfishing
clubs and charter boat associations) the uncer-
tainty of the fisheries and the role of invasive
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species.” Dave MacNeill’s presentation on the
history of what the fishery once was and what it
has become helps groups think about how and
where they fish. “MacNeill’s words may also
lead such groups to think why a conservative
approach to stocking is more timely now than in
the past when the forage base was stronger and
the bottom of the food web was different,”
added Sander, a NOAA 2002 Environmental
Hero of the Year.

— Kara Dunn
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