GLU 2004 “Covers the Lakes”

On Saturday, March 6, shipwreck explorers, scientists and
educators shared a stage at SUNY Oswego for Great Lakes
Underwater. Hosted by Oswego Maritime Foundation (OMF)
and NYSG, this eighth annual event included adventurous
underwater tales and discussions on existing diving
preserves and sites in Lakes Ontario, Erie, Champlain,
George and the St. Lawrence River. After almost a

decade, interest in the event continues to build. “We

have a built-in appeal to divers and non-divers alike,”

says Philip Church, director of OMF’s submerged cultural
resources program. “Whether you're a history buff or just
someone who enjoys true stories of adventure and
exploration, we offer a wide range of professional
presentations, exhibits, and displays to take pleasure in.”

NYSG’s Great Lakes Program Coordinator Dave White
discussed “Diving the Seaway Trail.” The 504-mile
Seaway Trail is part of the federally-designated
“America’s Byway” noted for great American road trips.

Joe Zarzynski, pictured along Lake Ontario at an
earlier Great Lakes Underwater, returned to
discuss underwater preserves and diving sites in
Lake George. Photo by Barbara Branca

New York’s portion of the trail parallels 454 miles of the St.
Lawrence River, Lake Ontario, Niagara River and Lake Erie
shorelines and connects with 50 miles of byway along
Pennsylvania’s Lake Erie coast.

Ed Scollon, a NYS trooper and member of their scuba team and
the Lake Champlain Boat Patrol, outlined Lake Champlain’s Valcour
Bay Research Project
(VBRP). Since 1999, when a
Revolutionary War cannon
was discovered in the bay,
VBRP has evolved into a full-
scale archeological
investigation of this
submerged battle site.

Pennsylvania Sea Grant’s
Anne Danielski introduced
the audience of nearly 130
to the wrecks being
explored under the Lake

| Erie Underwater Preserve
Project. As PASG’s Education
and Maritime Specialist,
Danielski focused on
outreach initiatives such as an interactive CD program on the impor-
tance of local maritime history. Other efforts include a scuba diving
training workshop held for teachers who expressed interest in
creating lesson plans on Lake Erie’s underwater cultural resources.

— Paul C. Focazio
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